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MEC MCHUNU CONDEMNS SUSPECTED MURDER AND RAPE OF ELDERLY 

AUSTRIAN NUN  

 

THE KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies 

Mchunu, has expressed utter disgust at the alleged rape and murder of 86-year-old 

Austrian nun, Getrud Tiefebacher, whose body was found by fellow nuns at the 

weekend in her room at Sacred Heart Missionary in Ixopo at the weekend. 

 

While details of the incident are still scant, police have launched a manhunt for the 

suspect who is alleged to have raped and murdered the sister at Sacred Heart Home 

Convent in the Roman Catholic Church in Ixopo before robbing her. 

 

Preliminary reports indicate that Tiefebacher was at her home when she was 

attacked and allegedly tied up. Police say she may have been suffocated with a 

towel. 

An undisclosed amount of foreign currency, believed to be euros, was stolen. 

 

Today (21April 2015), Mchunu reacted with anger, shock and disgust, strongly 

deploring this horrendous rape and murder and appealed to anyone with information 

that might lead to the arrests and convictions of the perpetrators to report it to the 

police immediately.  

 



“Attacking, robbing and murdering elderly people, who should be the most 

valued members of our communities, are totally abhorrent and nefarious 

deeds and it represents the lowest decline of morals in our communities. 

 

 “I am shaken and upset that somebody can commit such heinous acts to an 

elderly nun. This diabolical deed is objectionable and unjustifiable and we 

shall monitor the case until there are arrests and convictions. 

 

“I have been assured that the police will toil around the clock to ensure that 

those who are responsible for this ruthless deed are brought to justice as 

soon as possible,” said Mchunu. 

 

He expressed his heartfelt condolences to the family, colleagues and friends of the 

Tiefebacher. 

 

Enquiries:          Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR 

 

Kwanele Ncalane @072 803 1462/079 6995755 

Kwanele.Ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za. 
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